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A DREAM CONFERRED:
REKINDLING THE DRUM
Opinion by John C. Richards Jr.
“It would be fa ta lfor the nation to overlook the urgency o f [this] moment. ”
— Martin Luther King, Jr. from his “ I Have a Dream” speech
As I reflect on the life of one of the greatest preachers of 
the 20th Century, Martin Luther King, Jr., I cannot help 
but pause for a moment and take note of the political, 
social, and economic events that have taken place in the 
past year. To start, an African-American junior senator 
from the state of Illinois put together a historic campaign 
to become President of the United States. In doing so, he 
successfully defeated a senior member of Congress who 
initially voted against the creation of a national holiday 
to honor Martin Luther King, Jr. Interesting, no? A little 
over 45 years after King delivered his “I Have a Dream” 
speech from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, an Af­
rican-American male will stand historically juxtaposed 
at the opposite end of the National Mall on the steps of 
the Capital to be sworn in as President. On January 20, 
2009, one day after the celebration of King’s life, the na­
tion will witness the swearing in of a by-product of King’s 
dream whose middle name happens to be Hussein. Hus­
sein? Nobody saw that coming. In many ways, the dream 
that King spoke of on that August day in Washington 
D.C. has been conferred upon us as a nation. However, 
in order to continue to fulfill that dream we have to be 
able to recognize the ills still prevalent in society.
Socially, this past year has prominently featured is­
sues of race, gender, and sexuality. From a cardboard 
likeness of Obama strung from fishing wire at a univer­
sity to a depiction of the presidential candidate’s face 
on a mock food stamp, there were elicit incidences that
Continued on page 6
SEMI-RELEVANT
As we celebrate the life and influence of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., let us not relegate our 
reflection to disconnected historical discourse 
or dispassionate admiration. Instead, we 
should take a hint from all the writers in this 
issue. Let us hear Dr. King’s words afresh, 
in the way that we hear Joey Novaks fic­
tional speech (p. 4). We must wake up, as 
Ralph Watkins urges us (p. 3), and take 
seriously the challenges we face, while ap­
preciating the progress we have made, like 
John Richards (p. 1) and Ramon Mayo (p.
6). As we read the following quotes from 
Langston Hughes (which Dr, King quoted 
in his “Beyond Vietnam” speech) and Dr. 
King, let’s allow them to speak to our situa­
tion— to not only inspire, but to inform and 
provoke change.
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O, yes, I  say it plain,
America never was America to me,
A nd yet I  swear this oath—
America will be!” -Langston Hughes
“ We still have a choice today: nonviolent coexistence 
or violent co-annihilation. We must move past 
indecision to action. We must fin d  new ways to 
speak for peace in Vietnam and justice throughout 
the developing world, a world that borders on our 
doors... ” -Martin Luther King Jr., "Beyond Vietnam"
“Nonviolence is the answer to the crucial political 
and moral questions o f our time: the need for man 
to overcome oppression and violence without resort­
ing to oppression and violence. Man must evolve for 
all human conflict a method which rejects revenge, 
aggression and retaliation. The foundation o f such a 
method is love. ” -MLK, Nobel Prize Speech, '64
“To be a Negro in America is to hope against hope. ” 
-MLK, "...Chaos or Community?" 1967.
— Ben Cassil 
SEMI Editor
Top Ten Reasons to Contribute to the SEMI
10. That's how Rob Bell got his start. And now he's nooma one.
9. Aren't you tired of seeing space-fillers like this?
8. Free Stuff!
7. There isn't really any free stuff.
6. People besides TA's will read your stuff.
5. What else are you gonna do, homework?
4. You can put it on your vitae. (I'm not saying you should).
3. Help us complete Top 10 lists without babbling on about nothing to get number three. 
2 . Any excuse for procrastination.
1. Might be the only time your second-rate theological reflections are published alonside 
such great theologians of our time as Mouw, Goldingay or Cassil.
Some upcoming issues include: Missions, Black History, Women's History, Film, Mandated 
Reporting, and the Economy. To contribute, email: semi-editor@fuller.edu.
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Daring to Dream Another Dream, Again: WAKE UP!
Opinion by Ralph Watkins
The Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Holiday in 2009 will be like none we have celebrated before. As we gather 
for chapel on the campus of Fuller to celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. King, and his companion in the struggle, 
Mother Coretta Scott King, America will have inaugurated the first African American president of the United States.
This is no small accomplish­
ment. We must celebrate how 
our nation was able to elect an 
African American, hear him, 
and support him to lead us. Ba­
rack Obama isn’t the first African 
American who was “qualified” to 
do the job, but he was the first 
one that got a fair hearing from 
America. While we celebrate the 
dream that came true we cant go 
back to sleep.
When Dr. King went to his 
grave, he was fighting for gar­
bage workers in Memphis, Ten­
nessee. He was moving toward 
the poor people’s campaign. He 
wasn’t fighting for voting rights, 
that right had been secured. If 
we are going to honor Dr. King 
beyond the election of an Afri­
can American we must wake up, 
stand up and act up so that we 
can deal with the continuing 
struggle. Public schools are un­
der funded, the prison industrial 
complex is expanding, war and 
nuclear proliferation threaten 
our collective survival, workers 
are und er attack, unions are being 
undermined. While Wall Street 
is being bailed out, my street is 
being left out. This is not a time 
to dream, rather the election of 
Barack Obama is a wake-up call.
We have to wake up to strug­
gle. We have to transform sys­
tems that keep the poor poor, 
and have developed what soci­
ologist William J. Wilson calls 
“the permanent underclass.” 
America is held hostage to clas- 
sism. Classism must be disman­
tled. Sexism still runs rampant. 
This presidential election season 
exposed our country’s continu­
ing fetish with sexism. Need I
say anything of our continued 
discrimination against our im­
migrant brothers and sisters, or 
homosexuals? The election of 
Barack Obama is a realization of 
what Dr. King fought for—and 
won as he stood beside President 
Lyndon Johnson as he signed 
the voting rights act of 1965. If 
we are going to be true to the 
dreamer that America assassi­
nated we are going to have to 
continue the struggle.
Wake up! As we thank God 
for how far He has brought us, 
the race continues. This race isn’t 
given to the swift or the fast, but 
the ones who endure to the end. 
Let us run on with patience the 
race that is set before us. We are 
surrounded by this great cloud 
of witnesses. Wake up, gear up, 
put up, talk up, act up, and stand 
upj for it is time to make up for 
lost ground. It is time to dream 
another dream that America can 
be that great nation that Dr. 
King died dreaming of, Obama 
ran talking of, and now we can 
live making this dream a reality. 
WAKE UP! Don’t let the inau­
guration put us back to sleep. 
WAKE UP and dare to dream 
another dream! 0
Dr. Ralph Watkins (Assoc. Prof, of Society, Reli­
gion and Afrlcana Studies and Assistant Dean, 
African American r~ ¿ j A p E I  
Church Studies) has L J x ]  
been known to bring r  
the heat on the ones | 
and twos— cross the j 
fader DJ Soul man!
■ ■ k C v l
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Somewhere Between Midnight and the Dawn"
Creative Writing by Joseph A. Novak
The following is a fictional transcript of an address that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. might have delivered at the Inauguration of Senator Barack Obama to 
the office of President of the United States. The tone of the speech is political yet prophetic, and the content of the speech is modeled after representative 
speeches given by Dr. King through the course of his public life.
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as one of the best manifesta­
tions of the decay that is eroding the barrier of racism in America. As such, we as a nation have sufficient 
cause to celebrate the inauguration of Senator Barack Obama as the President of the United States.
This morning, I would like to ex­
plore the nature of the journey we 
are on as a nation. You may be sit­
ting on this platform or standing in 
this magnificent crowd and may not 
even realize that we have been on a 
journey. Yet for the past two hundred 
and thirty-three years, this nation has 
been on a difficult journey toward a 
new land. We are headed toward a 
land in which the fruit of Freedom 
and Justice grow together from the 
same tree, and all citizens of all col­
ors and creeds are invited to eat their 
fill from that tree. Yes, we have been 
on a journey toward this land. And 
we have made great progress since the 
days when white men and women 
identified black men and women as 
property, not as people. Yes, we have 
made tremendous progress since the 
days when only those “blessed” with 
European parents were given the 
right to vote. Yes, though we have 
made significant progress in our 
journey, we are not there yet.
To many of you this will come 
as a surprise. You expected that the 
election of an African-American to 
the highest office of our land would 
signal the end of our journey. You 
thought that marking a box in a 
ballot would guarantee the end to 
a journey that has marked by injus­
tice, anger, violence, and hatred. You 
thought that the nomination and 
election of a human being would 
irrevocably change the landscape 
of racial prejudice in our nation. I 
am sorry to disappoint you.
Though today we celebrate the ex­
tensive progress we have made on our 
journey, we all are still traveling the 
road that stretches along somewhere 
between midnight and the dawn. Be­
hind us lies the mountain of misery, 
shrouded in the cloak of midnight. It 
stands as a never-forgotten symbol of 
the intolerance and hate that so long 
held a stranglehold on America and 
prevented it from becoming one na­
tion comprised of many peoples. Be­
fore us lies the un­
explored expanse 
of the dawn-lit 
country of Unity, 
Justice, and Free­
dom. If we are to 
cross the border 
of this new land, 
we must walk 
along this long 




night of our past 
and the dawn 
of our future.
And today, standing in this glori­
ous sunshine, gazing out across a 
vast sea of people, I commend to 
all of us a simple phrase, only four 
words long: We must press on.
I commend this phrase to Presi­
dent Obama and Vice-President 
Biden. We must press on. To the 
senators and representatives of Con­
gress and to the justices of the Su­
preme Court: we must press on. To 
the factory worker and to the elec­
trician: we must press on. To the 
teacher and to the lawyer, the doctor 
and the preacher: we must press on. 
To all Americans, of all colors and 
creeds: we must press on. Now, the 
beauty of this simple phrase comes 
in its interpretation. Depending how 
one emphasizes this phrase, four dis­
tinct messages begin to emerge.
If I were to say “we must press 
on,” than I would be reminding us 
all: Republicans and Democrats; lib­
erals and conservatives; Protestants 
and Catholics; Jews and Gentiles of 
the role that the essential unity of 
brotherhood and sisterhood plays in 
the furtherance of our nations prog­
ress. We cannot make it from mid­
night to the dawn as several distinct 
and unconnected peoples who hap­
pen to live in the same geographical 
area. If we are to survive our journey, 
we must continue taking each oth­
ers hands and helping one another 
even at cost to our own individual 
successes. We must press on.
And if I were to say, “we must press 
on,” than I would be reminding us that 
we have no choice but to press on.
Continued on page 10
ADVERTISEMENT
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VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT & CAREER SERVICES CORNER
Reflections on the Examen
By Allison Ash, Director ofVocational Discernment and Career Services
Linn, Dennis, Sheila Fabricant, and Matthew. Sleep­
ing with Bread: Holding What Gives You Life.
Sleeping With Bread: Holding What Gives You Life by Dennis Linn, Shei­
la Fabricant Linn, and Matthew Linn is a book which explains a process 
called the Examen where an individual person or small group of people 
answer two simple but profound questions helpful for the journey of voca­
tional discernment:
For what moment today am I  most grateful?
For what moment today am I  least grateful?
Other ways to ask these same questions are...
When did I  feel most alive today?
When did I  most feel life draining out o f me?
What was todays high point?
What was today’s low point?
Whether done individually or with a small group of people, this daily 
or weekly process of examining ones life and the areas of great joy and/ 
or difficulty can help a person more fully understand who God has made 
him or her to be. And, in turn, this can help with the lifelong process of 
vocational discernment.
The authors explain the process of practicing the Examen at the end of Part I of their book:
1. Preparation: It may be helpful to light a candle or create an outward change of environment to signify 
this as a sacred time. Also, consider The Examen questions from a place of understanding Gods uncon­
ditional love.
2. Prayer: Ask God to reveal to you the moment today for which you are most and least grateful.
3. Sharing and Thanksgiving: Share your thoughts with a friend and say a prayer of thanksgiving together, 
or write your thoughts down in a journal and end in personal prayer.
Throughout the book, the authors give examples of how this process of prayer and reflection has helped 
individuals, small groups, and families who have practiced it for several years (in fact, some families make this 
an evening ritual around the dinner table). This process can help children learn from a young age to recognize 
God’s presence and activity in their lives.
For those of you who are discerning the next step of your vocational journey, the Examen may be helpful 







Martin Luther King, Jr. Day— NO SCHOOL @ Your apartment (sleep in!) All Day
BJ's Curry Lunch @ SOP Breezeway 12:30 p.m.
Friday Night Music @ Coffee By The Books 7 - 8  p.m.
Fuller Prayer Retreats @ LA Arboretum 8:30 a .m .-12:30  p.m.
BJ's Curry Lunch @ SOP Breezeway 12:30 p.m.
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DREAM Continued from page 1
demonstrated to this nation that rac­
ism still exists. Who can forget the 
billboard that went up in Missouri 
depicting the presidential candidate 
in a turban, causing many to believe 
he was a Muslim? That is, despite his 
strongly held beliefs as a Christian. 
How about the opinion of many con­
servatives that a woman, specifically 
Hillary Clinton, was unqualified to 
run our nation? That is, until the Re­
publican party nominated Sarah Palin 
as its vice presidential candidate. The 
irony of it all. In 2008, the California 
Supreme Court struck down a ban on 
gay marriages. Subsequently, Proposi­
tion 8 passed, which defined marriage 
as “between a man and a woman,” 
nullifying all same-sex marriages per­
formed in the state over a four-month 
period. This, in turn, caused several 
same sex couples to file lawsuits (tak­
ing the issue back to courts), chal­
lenging the retroactive effect of the 
constitutional change. There seems 
to be no end to the debate surround­
ing this issue, as the “courts vs. public
opinion” cycle continues.
Economically, subprime-lending 
habits caused the housing market to 
fail. Who knew that providing credit 
to borrowers who did not meet un­
derwriting guidelines would come 
back and cause a financial crisis? Some
84.000 people lost jobs in August.
159.000 jobs were lost in September, 
the most in five years. The net loss of 
jobs over the past year numbers in the 
millions. As a result, subprime bor­
rowers (many of whom w ere minori­
ties) were no longer able to pay for 
their homes. Enter the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, 
a.k.a. the bailout. Days after receiving 
an $85 billion guarantee of bailout 
funds, AIG decided to hold a week 
long retreat at the St. Regis Resort with 
costs totaling over $450,000. How 
about the fact that the CEO’s from 
major US car companies decided to 
fly in private jets to Washington to ask 
for bailout money? How ironic!
As we reflect on Martin Luther 
King Day, one must ask the perti­
nent ‘what if’ ques­
tions? What if Martin 
was alive? What if he 
was selected to de­
liver a prayer/speech 
at the Inauguration? 
What would he say? 
Would he mention 
Jesus? How about a 
big “in your face” to 
John McCain for vot­
ing against a day in 
his honor? I can imag­
ine King looking over 
heaven’s balcony and 
lovingly saying to me, 
“No John, remem­




Church, in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on February 
4, 1968, King’s “The 
Drum Major Instinct” 
sermon reminds us all
that political kingdoms are not the 
end all, be all. Based on the passage 
in Mark 10, in which James and John 
(the ‘Sons of Thunder’) request politi­
cal power from Christ, King reiterates 
the fact we all share that “drum major 
instinct.” The drum major instinct is 
the instinct to be out front, the in­
stinct to lead the parade, and the in­
stinct to be first. Unharnessed, this 
instinct can become destructive. King 
notes, “...the drum major instinct is 
real...It often causes us to live above 
our means.” Hello! Sir, I perceive you 
are a prophet. The housing crunch 
was caused by this kind of instinct 
(both on the part of corporations 
and individuals). This instinct caused 
CEOs of large corporations to board 
jets to come to Washington to ask for 
bailout funds. As one congressman 
noted, “it’s almost like seeing a guy 
show up at the soup kitchen in a high 
hat and tuxedo.”
King also notes that the race prob­
lem grows out of the unharnessed 
drum major instinct. King realized 
that there is a need that some people 
have to feel superior. How else could 
one explain racial tension in Amer­
ica? It could be racism directed at a 
immigrant workers who others per­
ceive are taking jobs away from “real 
Americans” (excuse me, are we not all 
immigrants?) or the racism implicit 
in the disparate treatment of minori­
ties in the justice system. Either way, 
there is, for some, a privilege attached 
to belonging to a particular group of 
people. As an African-American, my 
community is not exempt from this 
phenomenon. Racial tension among 
African-Americans and Latino-Amer- 
icans is at an all time high. It pains me 
to see African-Americans participate 
in the same discriminatory activities 
our ancestors experienced. Hearing 
my community say, “they should go 
back to where they came from” is ee­
rily reminiscent of what many Afri­
can-Americans heard decades ago.
What does a properly harnessed 
drum major instinct look like? In
ADVERTISEMENT
FULLER COPY SERVICES
On Walnut St. next to the Book Store
PHONE: (626) 584-5368 
HOURS: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm 
EMAIL: copyservices@fuller.edu
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ANNOUNCEMENT
the sermon, King encourages us all 
to embrace this instinct. In fact, he 
notes the following:
“Don’t give it up. Keep feeling 
the need for being important. Keep 
feeling the need for being first. But 
I want you to be first in love. I want 
you to be first in moral excellence. 
I want you to be first in generosity. 
That is what I want you to do.”
He then turns introspectively to 
himself:
“...if you want to say that I was a 
drum major, say that I was a drum ma­
jor for justice. Say that I was a drum 
major for peace. I was a drum major 
for righteousness. And all of the other 
shallow things will not matter. I won’t 
have any money to leave behind. I 
won’t have the fine and luxurious 
things of life to leave behind. But I 
just want to leave a committed life be­
hind. And that’s all I want to say.”
If King were to offer a prayer/ 
speech on January 20 on the steps of 
the Capital, I believe he would en­
courage us all to continue to harness 
the drum major instinct and serve. 
Serve as lights for racial reconcilia­
tion. Serve as opponents of gender 
discrimination. Serve as mediators for 
the caustically divisive sexuality issue. 
Serve as advocates for people like the 
young man recently shot to death by 
a Bay Area Transit cop. Serve as ad­
vocates for peace in the Gaza Strip. 
Serve as individuals who hold corpo­
rations accountable for their actions. 
King was this kind of drum major. He 
harnessed the instinct found in us all 
(that is, the instinct to aspire to great­
ness), and used it to serve. Every drum 
major needs music. King’s music? He 
marched to the cacophonous sounds 
of dogs, water hoses, and bullhorns. 
He marched to the sound of streams 
of justice rolling down as waters, and 
righteousness as a mighty stream. He 
marched to the beat of the One from 
whom every family in heaven and in 
earth derives its name. He marched to 
the beat of the Drummer in whom all 
things are held together. He marched
BOOK SIGNING 
AND CELEBRATION
Wednesday, February 18, 7-9 p.m. 
Payton Hall 101
Nancey Murphy, Joel Green, & Warren Brown
AUTHOR COMMENTS • Q&A 
BOOK SIGNINGS • REFRESHMENTS
NANCEY MURPHY AND 
WARREN S. BROWN 
Did M y Neurons M ake M e Do It?  
Philosophical and N eurobiological 
Perspectives on M oral Responsibility 
and Free W ill
(Oxford University Press, 2007)
JOEL B. GREEN
Body, Soul, and Human L ife : The 
Nature o f Hum anity in the Bible 
(Baker Academic, 2008)
MALCOLM A. JEEVES AND 
WARREN S. BROWN 
Neuroscience, Psychology and 
Religion : Illusions, Delusions, and 
Realities about Human Nature 
CTempleton Press, 2009)
FULLER T H E O L O G I C A L  SEMI NARY
For more information contact Daniel Groot at tn@fuller.edu or 626.584.5542
to the beat of the Great Different 
Drummer. I believe that any prayer/ 
speech King would offer on that day 
would remind us to serve others in 
love. Change is good. Change is nec­
essary. Change is the buzzword for 
this year. However, let us not forget 
that change requires the same kind of 
servant leadership that King demon­
strated in his own life. This model of 
leadership has worked for centuries 
and can be summed up in Christ’s re­
sponse to the Sons of Thunder: “Anc 
whosoever would be first among 
you, shall be servant of all.” 0
John C. R ichards (th ird- 
year M Div) is graduating 
th is year. Don't act like 
you're not jea lous.
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The Road to Genuine Reconciliation
Opinion by Ramon Mayo
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. has been quoted many times as saying "the eleven o'clock hour on Sunday 
morning is still the most segregated hour in America." Although King said this many years ago, it still speaks 
with piercing clarity to the contemporary church of today.
Many giant strides and advancements 
have been made towards Kings vision 
of the beloved community in which 
people from all different races and 
walks of life enjoy fellowship, but 
the church is definitely lagging in 
this area. Ironically, this separation 
of churches by ethnicity is something 
that most people in the church and 
especially here at Fuller Seminary 
are aware of. My biggest gripe is that 
there aren’t enough people pounding 
the table and working hard enough to 
see the vision of a multiethnic body 
of Christ become a genuine reality. 
Genuine reconciliation is not just 
about whites confessing and cry­
ing about the sins of their ancestors 
and deciding to be friends. Genuine 
reconciliation is not just about a few 
blacks, Asians and Latinos going to a 
white church in the suburbs and lis­
tening to Third Day or Chris Tomlin. 
Genuine reconciliation is when we 
can come together, be ourselves, and 
represent the heavenly choir of Rev­
elation 5 here on earth— but there are 
many issues that are to be addressed if 
we are to see this in our lifetime.
I have worked in many different 
church and parachurch ministry set­
tings, and many of them expressed a 
desire to be multiethnic, but it just 
wasn’t the greatest priority on the 
agenda. We held meetings and con­
ferences and even hired interns (I was 
one of them), but the majority of the 
time we were preaching to the choir 
and the choir wasn’t singing! I think 
the reason why multiethnicity is not a 
priority for many pastors and leaders 
today is because there are still colos­
sal roadblocks to seeing the genuine 
ethnic reconciliation of the body of 
Christ in America.
On the road to genuine reconcili­
ation there are theological issues that
Page 8 • Winter 3,2009 • the SEMI
need to be addressed. One of the big­
gest issues is the question of impor­
tance. How important and significant 
is it for Jesus that his church is multi­
ethnic? He died for it. One thing that 
is needed is for the church to see the 
complete work of Christ and how he 
has not only reconciled humanity to 
God but he has also reconciled us to 
each other, no matter what differenc­
es we have. If this is the case then we 
should be working nonstop and going 
out of our way to see it worked out 
practically in our churches. This is the 
church’s mission as we follow the foot­
steps of Paul, who initiated multieth­
nic communities around the Roman 
Empire. Why? This is something that 
Jesus died for— and not just a clev­
er attempt at ethnic marketing.
There are also sociological issues 
that need to be addressed. There have 
been grave injustices done towards 
people of non-white ethnicity while 
the church has stood by in silence.
Many of these injustices have not just 
done damage to individuals but to 
whole communities. To put it simply, 
Native Americans didn’t always live on 
reservations and African Americans 
didn’t choose to live in the ghetto. 
As we talk about being multiethnic, 
we must acknowledge that this great 
economic divide exists and that legal 
integration is not enough. As much 
as there are opportunities out there, 
the church is called to create a level 
playing field, not just for individu­
als but for communities where there 
has been great injustice. Economic 
injustices need to be dealt with by the 
church if true reconciliation is going 
to happen.
Lastly, there are psychological is­
sues involved, which constitute an 
invisible injustice. The question then 
becomes “How do we relate to each 
other without having to assimilate?”
Continued on page 10
ANNOUNCEMENTS
WE WANT YOURB L O O D !
In connection with Student Life & Services and 
Human Resources, City of Hope Medical Cen­
ter will host a blood drive on campus Thursday, 
February 12, 10:00 a.m .-4:30 p.m., in the Catalyst.




The Office for Urban Initiatives in collaboration with 
the City of Pasadena and the Pasadena Housing and 
Homeless network is organizing and implementing 
the 2009 City of Pasadena Homeless Count.
We are looking for approximately 
40 enumerators to conduct the count 
on Wednesday, January 28,2009
All enumerators will be:
•Paid $10  per/hr
•Trained to use the count instrument 
•Trained to appropriately interact 
with homeless persons
For more information or to sign 
up, please contact Andrew Wright 
at (626) 304-3753 or 
awright@ u rban-i nitiatives.org
Sharing the Gospel, Sharing Ourselves
Martin Luther King , Jr. 
& Coretta Scott king 
Celebration
C. Dennis Williams 
Pastor; Ward A M E o f Los Angeles
■ssTÆfi
W
Wednesday, 10 a . m . • January 21,2009 
Travis Auditorium
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ery automobile you produce will carry 
another person toward freedom and 
equality. You cannot expect this jour­
ney to happen without your own in­
volvement. We must PRESS on.
Finally, if I were to say, “we must 
press ON,” than I would be remind­
ing all of us to continue moving. We 
must press on because if we do not, if 
we halt our journey, then we begin to 
forget why the mountain of midnight 
was a bad place to live. We will begin 
to forget why we began this journey 
in the first place. We must not grow 
complacent; we must not become 
comfortable with the wilderness 
road, thus forgetting the beauty of 
the dawn. We must press ON.
Let me conclude by suggesting that 
if this nation is to become truly great, 
then we must press on. Each of us, 
from President Obama down to 
the economically ravaged family in 
downtown Los Angeles, must keep 
faith in the future. This is the story
of life. And the thing that makes me 
happy is that I can hear a voice crying 
through the vista of time, saying: “We 
may not get there today or we may 
not get there tomorrow, but it is well 
that you are trying.” You may not see 
the end. I may not see the end. The 
dream may not be fulfilled today, but 
it’s just good that you have a desire to 
bring it into reality. Let us continue 
our journey and, marching to the 
drumbeat of justice, carried by the 
feet of brotherhood and sisterhood, 
we will survive the journey along 
the road that leads us from midnight 
to the dawn. Thank you. 0
Joey Novak (third-year 
MDiv) has been inter­
ested in Dr. King since he 
discovered they share a 
birthday (January 15).
DAWN Continued from page 4
Anything less than the fervent pur­
suance of the dream of our Constitu­
tion is the failure of America becom­
ing truly American. We must press on 
because if we consider this task to be 
optional, than it will never get done. 
If we think that the progress of this 
nation toward racial equality is some­
thing that should be done, but not 
that must be done, then we will fail to 
do anything. We must press on.
Now if I were to say, “we must 
press on,” than I would be remind­
ing us that we make no progress by 
thinking that someone else will carry 
us into this new land. None of us sit 
on a litter, carried by the federal gov­
ernment; none of us are in an expen­
sive limousine being driven by Presi­
dent Obama. We each have a part in 
shaping our nations history. If you 
are a teacher, then you must teach 
like the world is changing with each 
grammatical rule; if you are a factory 
worker, then you must work like ev­
ROAD Continued from page 6
There are so many differences in re­
gards to music, politics, and even lan­
guage that for most non-whites to be 
in a majority white church is almost 
like denying their ethnic identity. In 
other words, for minorities to interact 
with the majority they often have to 
become what Soong-Chan Rah calls 
“honorary white people.” What usu­
ally happens is that non-white eth­
nicities join the ethnic salad bowl and 
get Caucasian dressing poured over 
them to the point that you can’t tell 
what you are eating. This is not God’s 
will or plan for his church. I believe 
that real justice in the body of Christ 
is when we can come together and be
ourselves in a multiethnic congrega­
tion without selling out.
It has been many years since King 
gave his “I have a dream” speech, and 
we have seen phenomenal changes in 
this country towards the fulfillment 
of that dream, especially here at Full­
er. However, when it comes to seeing 
that dream completely fulfilled, hav­
ing students and teachers of ethnicity 
is not enough. Seeing the first black 
president take office is not enough! 
Until we as the church can get be­
yond our ethnic barriers, then that 
dream is still a dream.
There are many roadblocks to see­
ing churches become multiethnic, but
I believe the biggest roadblock is our 
hearts. Church is a voluntary com­
munity and as such reconciliation is 
a matter of the heart. The question 
then remains: if our churches stay 
voluntarily mono-ethnic in a mul­
tiethnic society, what does that say 
about our hearts? 0
Ramon Mayo (first- 
year MDiv) sometimes 
rhymes off the dome in 
his pre-sermon raps.





The Installation of Marguerite Shuster into the 
Harold J. Ockenga Chair o f Preaching and 
Theology in SOT.
Tuesday, February 10; 10-10:50 am, First Con­
gregational Church
Dr. Shuster will speak on: “the Hidden Hand 
of God.” Free, open to the public. Contact the 
SOT Deans office: 626.584.5300, email: the- 
ology@fuller. edu.
Chinese Student Fellowship (CSF) 
lOam-llam, Thursdays in the International 
Students Concerns Committee Room (above the 
ISO Food Bank garage, behind Taylor Hall). For 
more info, contact Joy at joylwong@gmail. 
com or 917.716.9024.
Students in Recovery Group. 10am -l lam  Tues­
days in the Chaplains Prayer Room (2nd floor o f 
Kreyssler Hall, above the Catalyst)
Ethiopian Student Fellowship. For meeting info, 
contact Bikat at bikatachin@yahoo.com.
Are you between the ages of 20 and 40? Contrib­
ute to science and earn up to $40! Participate 
in a study at Fuller Seminary. It involves testing 
that looks at strengths and weaknesses in things 
such as memory and attention. It will take ap­
proximately 4 hours. For more info, contact: 
Dr. Sarah Deboard Marion, 626.584.533, ag- 
ing.healthy@gmail.com.
Chaplain for Vocational Discernment. Do you 
know what you are gonna do with your life? 
Would you like to have someone to listen, 
reflect and pray with you? Kim Varner serves 
as the Chaplain for Vocational Discernment 
in the office of Vocational Discernment and 
Career Services to offer pastoral care and sup­
port to the Fuller community. Contact Kim 
Varner at 626.396.6030 or denay_varner@  
fiiller.edu for walk-in hours and appointments.
Free Counseling! The Fuller School of Psychol­
ogy is offering free individual therapy for 10— 
12 sessions on a first-come-first-serve basis for 
qualified adults. Therapy is provided by PhD 
students under the supervision of a mental 
health professional. Ideal for relationship is­
sues, life transitions, personal growth, stress, 
sadness, anxiety, self-esteem, and identity is­
sues. For more info, contact the School of Psy­
chology at 626.204.2009 to set up an intake 
appointment.
Tickets to Amusement Parks. Student Life and 
Services sells discount tickets to Disneyland, 
Legoland, SeaWorld and Universal Studios. 
Come by our office on the second floor of the 
Catalyst, or call 626.584.5435.
2009-10 Parish Pulpit Fellowship. Applications 
are being taken for the 2009-2010 Parish 
Pulpit Fellowship. One fellowship is available 
($24,000 for single recipient; $28,000 for a 
married recipient, if spouse accompanies) to a 
graduating MDiv student who is committed 
to parish pulpit ministry. Recipient must have 
completed all degree requirements by the end 
of spring quarter or summer quarter, 2009. 
Awardees are expected to travel and study 
overseas during the 2009-2010 academic year, 
beginning in the fall of 2009. Applications are 
available at the School of Theology Dean’s Of­
fice (Payton Hall, room 225; 626.584.5300 or 
e-mail sot-deansoffice@fiiller.edu). Applica­
tion deadline: Friday, March 27, by 5:00 pm.
Ministry Enrichment 
Seminars
Contact: Parimal Roy, 626.584.5595, 
e-mail: fe-advisor2@fiiller.edu
Recognizing and Helping Those with 
Mental Illness in the Church 
Tues., Feb. 3, 2009, 1—3 pm : Payton 101. 
Rev. Dr. James S to u t, author o f Bipolar 
Disorder: Rebuilding Your Life will pres­
ent. As pastors and church leaders, how 
can you recognize mental illness and bet­
ter understand those who have it? How 
do you minister more effectively to those 
struggling with depression, stress, burn­
out, or mental illnesses that go beyond 
your experience or expertise? Join us to 
hear the personal testimony of a pastors 
journey with depression and bipolar dis­
order, and gain practical tools and valu­
able insights to become better equipped to 
minister to individuals and their families.
Self-care for Pastors: Attending to the 
Mind, Body and Spirit 
M on., Feb. 9, 11 am — 1 pm; Payton H all 
Conference Room 220.
Dr. Alexis Abernethy will present. Pas­
tors give so generously to others some­
times at the expense o f their own self- 
care. W hat habits do we develop that 
may negatively affect our physical and 
mental health? How can we under­
stand that taking time for rest is as criti­
cal for ministry as more active service? 
Participants will have the opportu­
nity to reflect on their own experiences 
and past models o f pastoral ministry.
SERVICES
Massage Therapy. Susan Young is a nation­
ally certified massage therapist, ready to serve you 
in nearby La Cañada. Liked by many at Fuller, 
she is part of the Fuller community herself. Call 
626.660.6856 and visit www.relaxhealgrow.com.
Mountain Retreat. Beautiful country-style cabin, 
2 bedrooms (limit-6 persons) located in the Big 
Bear Area, exclusively available to the Fuller Com­
munity only. Rates: $175 per weekend, $425 per 
week, $65 weekdays. Non-refundable deposit re­
quired. Contact: Marylee Hull at hullO@mac.com.
A Fuller alumna licensed MFT will offer a free 
workshop on stress management 01/23/09, 
6:00. Also a 10 week psychotherapy support 
group for women Friday, 01130/09,6:00, $20 
with openings for 10 women. Kiyoko Becker 
626.278.1978 or www.kiyokobecker.com 
2810 E. Del Mar Blvd. Suite 10B, Pasadena.
Strong Marriages lead to Successful Ministries. 
52% of people in ministry believe that being in 
pastoral ministry is hazardous to their family’s 
well-being and health. Is your marriage ready for 
ministry? Beginning in the W inter Quarter, Sha-
ron Hargrave, an SOP employee, will be leading 
small groups of four couples to help seminary stu­
dents prepare their marriages for ministry. Total 
cost: a $40 deposit. Meetings Schedule: Tuesdays, 
from January 13 to March 3. Contact Sharon: 
626.584.5384, 806.676.5122 or sashargrave@ 
aol.com.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant 
Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd., Pasa­
dena. Call 626.798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. Five minutes west of 
Fuller. Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 
25 years. Discount for students! Columbia Auto 
Body. 1567 Colorado Blvd. 323.258.0565. Ask 
for John or Paul.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and re­
pair business founded in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member of Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because of our appreciation 
of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider 
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 
E. Walnut St. 626.793.0388. Monday — Friday, 8 
a.m. — 5:30 p.m.
Announcing two intensive therapy groups 
facilitated by Sam Alibrando, Ph.D. 1. Mixed- 
ender Interpersonal Growth Group, based on 
is book on the change process; 2. Sex Addiction 
recovery group. Please call 626.577.8303.
Light House Keeping and Laundry. Must have 
references and own transportation. 32 hours per 
month at $9 per hour. Call: 626.304.9188.
Need a typist, transcriber, editor? Bring me 
your papers, reports, tapes. I will make your writ­
ing shine! Student rates. Extensive experience. 
Robbie: 626.791.1855.
The Services section of the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the quality and 
type of service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any of the services listed.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Fuller Prayer Retreats at the Arboretum January 24
.




come enjoy a morning of
|H H H H  H H H hÉÉ
in the beauty of God's creation
P P S w I S M
I »  ^ 7 rA * S :  '■
Cost:$10 for students with ID 
$12 for non students 
Meeting Location: Fuller Catalyst
Dates: Third Saturday of each quarter 
Fall date: January 24th
8:30 a . m . -  12:30 p . m .
Retreat Leadership Team: Chris Murphy, Bob Rice, Kristi Rice, and Courtney Bacon. For more info or 
to pre-register please contact the Student Life Office at 626.584.5435 or sls-office@fuller.edu.
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